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England that they might furnish him food supplies and more ships
in order that there he might await the fleets coming out of these
parts, to take them. For the principal purpose of this corsair is to
prevent Your Majesty and private persons from receiving revenues
from these parts. I informed the realm of Tierra Firme that the enemy
had left this harbour for Havana, in order to put an end to the ex-
pense they were incurring.
The damage this corsair did this city amounts to more than
400,000 ducats, including the artillery which (p. 7) he carried off.
He burned and demolished 248 houses, two-thirds of them masonry
and tile, and one-third of them palmboard and thatch. The principal
buildings were left, which were appraised at 450,000 ducats in order
to determine what amount each one must pay toward the ransom.
This business will all be finished and done by the end of the present
month in order that the royal officials may collect from the parties
concerned by Christmas.
The bishop will offer strong opposition to everything, with what
intention I have explained above, but he will not be able to prevent
affairs from being carried through for the best good of Your Majesty's
service and for the protection and maintenance of this city, which was
left so ruined and destroyed that it is imperative that Your Majesty
relieve it promptly with artillery and galleys, for otherwise any
enemy may offend it.
In my opinion what Your Majesty should do in this matter is to
select a person competent in naval and military matters and place
this city and its galleys in his charge, such person to be a subject of
the Crown of Castile; for the chief cause of the loss of Cartagena was
that the command was divided. Further, it is advisable that Your
Majesty permit and issue mandates sanctioning the laying of a tax
on meat, wine and merchandise to a total of 15,000 ducats needed
for the construction of three forts which are required at the three
approaches to this city. Although its natural position is strong, it is
an open place and has four approaches by which it may be offended.
Each needs a fort for its defence, since the population of Cartagena
cannot be so numerous but what, divided (as I had it divided)
among three positions, all must be weak.
The Englishman was not out of the harbour when Doctor
Chaparro, the sole judge left in the Audiencia of the New Kingdom,
sent a judge to investigate into the loss of Cartagena because of a
false account he had from another judge he sent into this jurisdiction
on very unnecessary business and at an excessive salary. This person
is Diego Hidalgo, a burgher of Santa FC* who acts as treasurer in